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Background to the issue

• Expansion of coal mining in NSW
• Increasing coal transport and expansion of the 

coal loading capacity at Newcastle
• Expansion of the rail network - Maitland to 

Minimbah Third Track
• Increasing community concern
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Predicted Increases in Train Movements
Main Northern Line
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What are the environmental issues?

• Dust and noise issues at coal mines 
• Noise and dust issues during coal transport and 

coal loading
• Increasing community concerns regarding dust 

and noise
- health
- amenity
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What is the Department of Planning’s and 
DECCW’s role?

Department of Planning (DoP)
• Assessing and determining applications for new 

coal mines, loaders and infrastructure
DECCW
• Provides advice to DoP on environmental 

assessments
• Regulates coal mines, coal loaders and railways 

through Environment Protection Licences
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Work underway to address coal related noise 
and dust impacts

• Reducing dust and noise at the mines, rail lines 
and loaders

• Best practice studies for mining activities
• Increased compliance activity, including DECCW, 

DoP and IINSW
• Review licence conditions to ensure that these are 

enforceable and fit for purpose
• Pollution Reduction Programs on rail licences
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Railway Environment Protection Licences

• ARTC and Rail Corp hold Environment Protection 
Licences

• Focus on managing and reducing noise impacts
• Noise limits for new or modified locomotives 

introduced onto the rail network
• Pollution Reduction Programs to address noise 

and dust issues
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Railway Environment Protection Licences

Pollution Reduction Programs: 
1. Reduction of Coal Dust Emissions from 

Locomotive Loads
2. Mitigation of the Impacts of Wheel Squeal
3. Audit of the Noise Performance of Locomotives
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Rail Noise Package

DECCW is working with rail agencies to develop 
measures to progressively reduce rail noise:

• Guideline for the Assessment of Noise from Rail 
Infrastructure Projects

• Guideline for Development near Rail Corridors and 
Busy Roads

• Noise Management Manual
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Rail Noise Package cont…

• Environmental assessment requirements for 
developments likely to generate rail traffic

• Development of rolling-stock noise standards
• Trial of a Noise Abatement Program (NAP) to 

mitigate noise for members of the community 
acutely affected by rail noise



11

Next steps – Coal transport

• Development of consolidated approach to 
regulation of coal transport in the Hunter

• Address issues of train noise and coal dust from 
coal loading, transport along the rail corridor, and 
unloading of the coal in Newcastle.

• Working with coal mines, ARTC, freight operators 
and coal loaders.
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Newcastle coal loader locations
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Dust Control - Newcastle Coal Loaders

• Environment 
Protection Licences 
require dust 
minimisation

• Performance of dust 
controls at new coal 
loader being assessed
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Dust Control - Newcastle Coal Loaders cont…
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Conclusion

• DECCW  is undertaking a wide range of measures 
to address noise and dust from coal transport

• These measures are being expanded to match the 
forecast increase in coal transport

• Effectiveness of current and proposed measures 
will be monitored to ensure the environment and 
human health is protected
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